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A NEW FUTURE FOR THE SANDFORD AWARD 

The Sandford Award is an independently judged quality assured assessment of heritage education.  It assesses properties within the historic environment and is seen as a 'gold standard' for heritage education.  The Sandford Award is held by over 190 historic sites in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

The Heritage Education Trust has managed the Award since 1983. It was originally established by Lord Sandford to encourage historic buildings to provide greater access and guide their educational endeavours by monitoring standards. It has since evolved to cover all aspects of the historic environment with Sandford Award holders now reflecting the great diversity that makes up our historic environment and collections.
A significant new partnership in heritage education has been forged. Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln and the Heritage Education Trust will be working together to deliver the Sandford Award for Heritage Education.

Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln has an impressive academic portfolio, which includes work-based programmes in education, arts and cultural industries including a unique bespoke postgraduate qualification in Heritage Education. Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln has recently been rated as the 7th best Higher Education Institution (HEI) in the UK, according to the 2008 National Student Survey.

Dr Muriel Robinson, the Principal of Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln, hailed this new development saying ’This is a fantastic opportunity to extend the scope and value of the Sandford Award to recognise and support good practice everywhere.’

The newly appointed Chief Executive of the Heritage Education Trust and Sandford Award Administrator for Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln is Dr Tracy Borman, formerly Learning Director at English Heritage and Head of Interpretation at the National Archives. She is also a renowned historical biographer and heritage journalist.

Dr Borman outlined her vision for the future of the Award: ‘This is a very exciting time for the Sandford Award.  The new partnership with Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln will enable us not only to boost the profile of the Award, but to develop a bespoke education advisory service for heritage sites, involving students from the University.  In so doing, we will build upon the fantastic achievements of the Award in raising standards and engaging young people with their heritage.’

